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he Global Initiative for the Elimination of

Avoidable Blindness (World Health Organization,

1997), which is VISION 2020’s base document,

emphasises the need for appropriate and affordable
technology for the delivery of eye care on a global scale. The
past ten years have already seen initiatives which have immea-
surably increased access to eye care in developing countries.
The outstanding achievement has been the mass production
of low cost, high quality intraocular lenses, first by Aurolab in
India, and then by the Fred Hollows Foundation. These orga-
nizations have substantially reduced the cost of 1OLs, which
are now widely distributed on the world market, and thus
brought high quality cataract surgery within the reach of mil-
lions more people.

IAPB Technology for VISION 2020 Working Group

By 2001 working groups had formed to address VISION 2020
priorities such as low vision and refractive errors. However, it
was only in October 2001 that the International Agency for
the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) decided to set up a work-
ing group on technology. This group met for the first time at a
workshop on 26th and 27th April 2002 in Sydney, Australia,
after the International Congress of Ophthalmology. Twenty
four people representing 15 organizations attended.

The workshop’s objectives were:

e To share information aboutcurrent availability of resources
on appropriate technology for eye care

*  To identify priorities fordevelopment, taking into account
common needs and the resources available

* To agree the way forward.

The working group recognized the wide variation which exists
between countries regarding norms and standards of eye care
equipment, and committed itself to promoting the use of
high quality equipment and consumables within national eye
care programmes. Further, the group seeks to encourage the
development of appropriate national standards and monitor-
ing systems. A series of priorities were agreed by members of
the group on which they will work over the coming year.

1. Establishing a purchasing network. It was agreed to set
up an e-mail network among the procurement managers
responsible for purchasing equipment and consumables for
their organizations. The intention is to share information on
the suitability of items as well as on issues such as freighting
and customs requirements. Procurement managers interested
in joining the network should contact Philip Hoare at Sight
Savers International (phoare@sightsavers.org).
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2. Identifying equipment and consumables for develop-
ment. [t was recognized that further work needs to be done ro
identify low-cost items for development and how these will
be developed. There was discussion over the increasing need
for low cost lasers, particularly in the treatment of posterior
capsule opacification after cataract surgery. The group felt
that research was needed to determine the scale of need for
treatment of PCO, as well as for angle closure glaucoma, and

agreed that this should be followed up.

3. Achieving a common standard list of equipment and con-
sumables. Several organizations have lists to assist staff and
partners order suitable items. However, it was felt that these
lists needed to be reviewed and consolidated. It would be help-
ful to include sections appropriate for setting up services at
primary and at secondary level, as well as for training purposes.
The list would need to be flexible and adaptable for regional
differences, and, most important, information relating to sup-
pliers and manufacturers should be included, with local main-
tenance and servicing facilities, and guide prices.

Providing an up-to-date service to eye care partners has
major financial implications to which the group will have
to give further thought. In the meantime, the International
Resource Centre at the International Centre for Eye Health
has offered to act as a collection point for existing lists, and
for the collation of information on equipment maintenance
(see below). All technology group members, and readers of this

article, are asked to ensure that copies of relevant information are
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